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Study Shows Poverty in 
U.S. Less Concentrated

By ROBERT PEAR

ASHINGTON, May 17 — Poverty in the United 
States became far less concentrated in the 1990's 

as public housing projects were torn down and millions of 
poor people left urban slums for other neighborhoods, a 
new study of Census Bureau data says.

The number of people living in high-poverty 
neighborhoods declined by 2.5 million, or 24 percent, to 
7.9 million in 2000 from 10.4 million in 1990, the 
researchers said.

The author of the study, Paul A. Jargowsky, an associate professor of political economy at 
the University of Texas at Dallas, described this as "a significant turnaround from the 1970-
1990 period, during which the population in high-poverty neighborhoods doubled."

In 1990, 15 percent of all poor people lived in high-poverty neighborhoods. By 2000, the 
proportion had declined to 10 percent, according to the study, issued today by the Brookings 
Institution.

"Concentrated poverty — the share of the poor living in high-poverty neighborhoods — 
declined among all racial and ethnic groups, especially African-Americans," Mr. Jargowsky 
said.

In 1990, 30 percent of poor blacks lived in high-poverty neighborhoods. Ten years later, the 
proportion was 19 percent. 

Mr. Jargowsky said the changes were generally beneficial.

"Concentrations of poor people lead to a concentration of the social ills that cause or are 
caused by poverty," Mr. Jargowsky said. "School districts are often organized 
geographically, so the residential concentration of the poor frequently results in low-
performing schools."

The Census Bureau has not issued any studies on the concentration of poverty based on the 
2000 census. But Mr. Jargowsky used census data to analyze high-poverty neighborhoods, 
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which he defined as those where at least 40 percent of the residents had incomes below the 
official poverty level. A family of four was classified as poor in 2000 if it had cash income 
less than $17,603.

The study defined a neighborhood as a census tract. The population of tracts varies widely, 
but averages 4,000 people. The number of high-poverty census tracts declined to 2,510 in 
2000 from 3,417 in 1990, Mr. Jargowsky said.

The economy was expanding for most of the 1990's, but that alone does not explain what Mr. 
Jargowsky described as the "deconcentration of poverty." Despite the strong economy, the 
number of people classified as poor in the 2000 census was slightly higher than the number 
counted a decade earlier.

Bruce Katz, director of the Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy at the Brookings 
Institution, said, "The decline in concentrated poverty represents, in part, the triumph of 
smart federal policies that demolished failed public housing, rewarded work and overhauled 
welfare."

A separate study, by G. Thomas Kingsley and Kathryn L. S. Pettit of the Urban Institute, 
found that conditions in high-poverty neighborhoods generally improved in the 1990's. Adult 
education levels rose, the share of families headed by women declined and the number of 
households receiving public assistance fell sharply, the study said.

Margery A. Turner, a researcher at the Urban Institute, said the findings showed that 
"improvements are possible, even in severely distressed neighborhoods."

In his study, Mr. Jargowsky reported these findings:

¶The number of blacks living in high-poverty neighborhoods declined by more than one-
third, to 3.1 million in 2000 from 4.9 million in 1990.

¶Two regions accounted for most of the change in the concentration of poverty. The 
population of high-poverty neighborhoods declined by 1.6 million people, or 35 percent, in 
the South and by 1.2 million people, or 46 percent, in the Midwest.

¶In the Northeast, the population of high-poverty neighborhoods was virtually unchanged. In 
the West, it increased by 344,000, or 26 percent.

¶From 1990 to 2000, the number of people living in high-poverty neighborhoods fell by 
313,000, or 74 percent, in Detroit; by 177,900, or 43 percent, in Chicago; and by 107,000, or 
70 percent, in San Antonio.

But poverty remained highly concentrated in the New York metropolitan area, Mr. 
Jargowsky said. The population of high-poverty neighborhoods there declined only 15,000, 
or 1.6 percent, he said.

Across the country, Mr. Jargowsky found "a bull's-eye pattern: improvements in the central 
city and increasing poverty in the inner ring of suburbs." Poverty increased in older suburbs 
of Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland and Dallas, he said.

Trends in the West were dominated by California, which showed a large increase in the 
population of high-poverty neighborhoods. One reason, Mr. Jargowsky suggested, was the 
influx of low-income Latin Americans. Such poverty, though cause for concern, may be 
different from poverty elsewhere, he said.
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"Western inner-city barrios may be more of a gateway than inner-city ghettos in other areas 
of the country," Mr. Jargowsky said. "Immigrants are moving into the barrios for 
opportunity, as part of an assimilation process that may channel many of them into jobs."

TOP NYTIMES.COM ARTICLES

House and Senate Reach Tentative Agreement 
on Tax Cut

E.P.A. Chief Whitman Resigns

Greenspan Says Fed Is on Guard Against 
Deflation

Court Throws Out $145 Billion Tobacco Verdict

British Officer Praised for His Code Is Accused of 
Violating It

TOP NATIONAL ARTICLES

Justice Dept. Lists Use of New Power to Fight 
Terror

Suit Charges Bias at Rally for Black Bikers

Charities Pledge $19 Million to Jesuit Model 
Schools

Woman Says Fear Invaded Cabin of Immigrants' 
Truck

Conspiracy Is Now Seen Behind Poisonings at 
Maine Church

Advertiser Links

Get $100 from Citibank. 
Details. 

Tiny, Wireless Video 
Camera Kit ONLY 
$79.99!

It's easy to follow the top stories with home delivery of The New York Times newspaper. 
Get seven days of The Times from $2.90 a week. 

That's 50% off the regular home delivery rate. 

 
Copyright 2003 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | Help | Back to Top 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/18/national/18POVE.html (3 of 3) [5/21/2003 2:52:56 PM]

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Congress-Taxes.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Congress-Taxes.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/politics/21CND-WHIT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/business/21CND-FED.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/business/21CND-FED.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-Florida-Smokers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/international/europe/21CND-BRIT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/international/europe/21CND-BRIT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/politics/21PATR.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/politics/21PATR.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/national/21BIKE.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/education/21JESU.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/education/21JESU.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/national/21TRUC.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/national/21TRUC.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/national/21MAIN.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/21/national/21MAIN.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Right6&camp=citibank12-nyt1&ad=citibank_textlink&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://citi.bridgetrack.com/cbol/nytimes/CCR2.htm?BTData=4021A73746676675F514553B8B5A4ABAB8F928384F6E1E6F0AA6B632
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Right6&camp=citibank12-nyt1&ad=citibank_textlink&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://citi.bridgetrack.com/cbol/nytimes/CCR2.htm?BTData=4021A73746676675F514553B8B5A4ABAB8F928384F6E1E6F0AA6B632
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Right7&camp=x10b-nyt8&ad=x10text3.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://ads.x10.com/?bG55dGltZXN0eHQyLmRhd=RND|nytimes
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Right7&camp=x10b-nyt8&ad=x10text3.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://ads.x10.com/?bG55dGltZXN0eHQyLmRhd=RND|nytimes
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Right7&camp=x10b-nyt8&ad=x10text3.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://ads.x10.com/?bG55dGltZXN0eHQyLmRhd=RND|nytimes
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Bottom1A&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=dog-bottom1a&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Bottom1A&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=dog-bottom1a&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/national&pos=Bottom1A&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=dog-bottom1a&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html

	nytimes.com
	Study Shows Poverty in U.S. Less Concentrated


	FKIMFKIINFHNLEEHLDKLMMJNPECIPLOH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [Go to a Section]

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: past30days
	f2: 

	f3: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Study Shows Poverty in U.S. Less Concentrated
	f2: By ROBERT PEAR
	f3: http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/18/national/18POVE.html
	f4: default
	f5: MAY 18 2003
	f6: The New York Times


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/18/national/18POVE.html
	f2: Study Shows Poverty in U.S. Less Concentrated
	f3: Population
	f4: des
	f5: Income
	f6: mdes
	f7: Census Bureau
	f8: nyt_org_all
	f9: call
	f10: 1

	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: 




